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The 4th Annual Las Vegas Chinese Martial Arts Championship was held on August 13, 2011 at Tuscany 
Suites and Casino and Fabulous Las Vegas. 

Special thanks go out to Sifu Steven Baugh and the Las Vegas Lohan School for their amazing Lion Dance per-
formance and all the help and support with the body of volunteers.  

Lohan students participated in the event as volunteers, judges, and competitors. There were 8 competitors this year 
and all of them walked away with medals in their category.  The Lohans once again proved their fine sportsmanship 
and enthusiasm. A proud moment for us all….Dashi Steve was once again the arbitrator. 

Harvey Politan    David  Valenzuela                   Sydney Lau                            Yuko Brazil                            Jason (Buddha Jay)Ymson 
Silver Medal - Sparring              Gold - Sparring                        Gold - Chen Tai Chi              Gold,/Silver - Wu Shu                                  Gold - 

Joe E. Ross de Chavez 
Gold/Silver-Sword/Forms 

Junior Serrafin 
 Bronze-Sparring 

Mike Buenavista 
Sparring 

Mike’s match was 
disqualified  due to 
excessive contact by 
both parties…  
initiated by his  oppo-
nent;. 
Angelo (right) at  8 
years old was our 
youngest competitor.  
He arned 2 gold med-
als. 

Angelo Marvieles 
Gold-Forms 



 In early May of this year, I was fortunate enough to be invited 
to my first Bagua wedding. I refer to it as such because it was the 
weding of the grandson of one of Master's Sui's Bagua Shidi 
(younger brother) and all of the Bagua brothers and their disciples 
were invited. I jumped at the chance because I knew it would be an 
extremely rare opportunity to see many of the Bagua masters to-
gether for the first time. I knew there would be manyadventures and 
tales to tell from this day.  
 It turns out that we were invited to the reception held after the 
wedding ceremony. So I did not see the actual wedding, but the re-
ception was definitely more than enough. The reception was held in 
a rural northwest corner of Beijing called Xibeiwang. As it was 
quite far, we had to get up early in the morning to meet at Master 
Sui’s place in Xizhimen where we were all whisked away by sedans 
specifically sent for us. I remember riding with Master Sui, his wife, 
and my Italian Bagua brothers Giuseppe and Ricardo. Even though 
this area is considered part of Beijing, it took us over an hour to get 
there. The city limits of Beijing extend in a vast swath in all direc-
tions covering over 6,000 square miles, and it’s always amazing to 
me how some faraway places such as this are still considered part of 
the city. 
 I made sure to take several pictures, and then I saw him - the 
spitting image of Wang Shujin, the famous, fat Bagua Master in 
Taiwan that the late Robert Smith wrote about. This man was at 
least equally rotund if not more so, with a huge layer of blubber that 
surrounded his whole waist that made his head and extremities seem 
comically disproportionate. I first spotted him deftly weaving his 
way through the Nine Palaces, faking to the East with his arms as 
his belly went to the West. My Bagua brother Riccardo spotted him 
about the same time I did. We both quickly agreed that he was the 
quintessential, iconic Bagua hero that he and I want be when we 
grow up or maybe be adopted by. What I mean by this is that he has 
obviously trained for many years, and despite what many people in 
the west would consider to be a grossly overweight physique, he is 
in a fact very likely to be in an excellent state of health by Chinese 
medicinal standards and a very formidable martial artist. All of this 
thanks to the highly advanced, esoteric art that Bagua is.   
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